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SURJECT:
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’vArgentines and Paraguayans Clash Over Change in Course of River

- Transmitted as Enclosure No. 1 is a Memorandum of 1
Conversation between Ambassador SNOW and Dr. Rubén RAMIREZ Pane
on the subjegt of a recent clash between Argentine and
Paraguayanka%ned forces resulting from a change in the course

701 the Piltomayo River.

Accordlnﬁ to Dr Ramirez Pane the head of the Argentlne
Gendarmeria, General Lufs Ventura MORON, came to Asuncién last
Week for an interview with President Alfredo STROESSNER as a
result of the incident. President Stroessner is reported to-
have sent reinforcements to the area and to have told General
Mordn that Paraguay took a serious view of the situation
because it had already lost four provinces to Argentina and
was gradually losing territory now as a result of the river's
tende ney to cnange its chamnel northward.

. Dr. Ramirez Pane is a confldanu of President Stroessner
and an Acting Member of the Colorado Party Junta. As such he

. often has access to confidential information within Government

circles. A military source has confirmed that such an incident
tcok place some time ago but was dismissed by military
authorities as being of Jlttle importance.

For the Anbasuador.
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MEMORARDUM CF Q0. ViHSAT (N

| Datec:  Augut 18, 1961
PARTICLrANTS: Dr. Hubén RAL.EZ Pane, Acting Member of
Coloraco Party Junta and Confidant
of President STROBSSUER

Ambassador William P. SNOW
' A. Dane BOJEN, Jr., Polltlcal Officer
PLACE: ' The Ambassador“s Office

DATE: - hugust 8, 1961 8:45 AM
SUBJECT: . &rgentlnes and Paraguayans Clauh Over Boundary
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Ambassador Snow and Dr. Ramirez Pane exchange greetings,

- pleasantries, and remembrances of theAmbassador'!s visit to Paraguay

at the time of President Alfredo Stroessner's second inauguration
in 1958. Both recalled episodes of the visit, and the Ambassador
referred to an educational tour which the two had made together.
Dr. Ramirez Pane complimented the Ambassador on his excellent
memory, and the Ambassador replied that cne could always remember
places one na& enJoyed v151wngo -

- Mr, Bowon remafked that before be ing Lshe;ed 1nto the -
Ambassador's office Dr. Ramirez Pane had started to recount what
seemed to be-an 1nterest1ng enlsode in Para”uayan»ArVentlne
rEIab’OﬁS¢ ‘ - y ‘

C Dr. Ram1re7 Pane sald that an 1nc1dent had Just teken place
as a result of a change in course of the Pilcomayo River, which
", forms the internatiocml bouriary between the Argentine Chaco amnd
_ the Paraguayan Chaco. Recounting what was apparently a prelude
".to-the incident, Dr. Ramirez Pane stated that recently while the
- .First Vice President of Congress, J. Augusto SALDIVAR, was vaca-
. “tioning in Buenos Aires,; he was taken on a tour of the harber and
- that various Argentine military officers took advantage of the
-visit . to load him dowvm with maps and documents purporting to show
the COFTECb poundary along the rlver.

- . Dr.. Ramlrez Pane said that a few days ago a clash uOOk place
along the Pilcomayo near a ranch called La Verde. Going to a wall
map Dr. Remlrez Pane p01nted to an area between Esteros, Para
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and Geseral Delgst., Paraguey; wheie the Pilcomavo 18 in the autr

of changing course. e nointed owit that an old river bed so
distance soutn of irhe rresent bouncary was uerked on the nap s¢
cauce seco d=2 Filcomave, He algo nointed uo & swamry area r.aning
through Fortin jvrjxhuue some 20 kilometers nort. of thie vrescnt
Pilcomayo where the river might eventually teke its channel.

Dr. Ramirez Pane stated that recently the river had cut a
course farther northward, with 90 square kilometers of territory
left between it and the thalwsg. Last week a force of some forty
Argentine troopers who atiempted to enter the area were turned back
by the gunfire of a Paraguayan corporel and two privates.

As a result of the ”1aoh, Dr. Ramirez Pane continued, the head
of the Argentine Gendarmerfa, General Luis Ventura MORCN, came to
Asuncidn last week for an interview with President Alfredo Stroessner.
The President, acccrding to Dr. Ramirez Pane, told General Mordn
that Paraguay took a serious view of the 1nu1denu because she had
already lost territory along the river in addition to the loss of

,fcur provinces to Argentina. Dr. Ramirez Pane stated that General
Yordn turned red in uhw face at thisremark. FPresident Stroessner
~went on to tell General lorén that upon hearing of the clash the
same morning he, Stroeub ier, airshipped 60 troops to the area who
were armed with automatic weapons. :

: Dr. Ramirez Pane said that, according to the President; the
CArgentines had built a small dam to assist the river in luD peri-
paﬁetwc nenden""es nortrwa“d '
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